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Behavior Management Activity Four: “Data Collection with Behavior Change”
1. For an out of class assignment, have students go to a public place such as a park, the grocery store, the student union, or a bookstore to observe behavior for 30 minutes. First, remind them to describe the setting (the antecedent). Next, have the students identify the behavior. Remind students that all behavior must be observable and measureable so that another observer would be able to identify the behavior you are describing. Finally, have the students chart the behavior with tick marks (IIIIII) to collect data on how many times the behavior occurs and if there are any consequences as a result of the behavior.
Examples of behaviors that may be observed: 

· Throwing trash away (in trash can or on the ground).
· How people put out their cigarettes upon entering a building.
· How often people hold the door for another person entering the building.
Have students bring their data collection results back to class to share. Were there any punishments or reinforcers that encouraged or discouraged the behavior being observed?

2. Have students pair up or work in groups of 3-4 to identify other examples of how teachers may inadvertently reinforce or punish behavior when trying to do just the opposite. Have these small groups or pairs provide examples of each and then share with the whole class for further discussion.
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